
Q. Does Matt. 24:6 teach that "wars and rumors of wars" are a sign of the end of the Gospel 
Age? 

A. No; we think not. Wars and rumors of wars have characterized earth's history, with varying 
frequency and cruelty, ever since the fall of man. But the Scriptures assure us that the time of 
the end of the Gospel Age, or end of the dominion of the "prince of this world," will witness a 
more general and wide-spread warfare than was ever known before, involving all the powers of 
earth. The indications of such an uprising we now see in the rapid and world-wide development 
of the principles of Communism. Already men's hearts are beginning to fail them for fear of 
those things that are coming on the earth, and the cloud, which continues to grow darker, is 
fast overspreading the whole heavens. Before many years the storm will burst in all its fury, 
"and there shall be a time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation." Dan. 12:1. 

Jesus tells his disciples that they will hear of many wars and rumors of wars, but tells them 
not to be troubled about it, for all these things must come to pass. As long as Satan rules the 
world strife and war and confusion must reign, and you shall be hated and afflicted and killed 
for my name's sake. But amid all these troubles the saints, knowing that these things must be 
so for a time, and that "the end is not yet," must patiently endure until "he comes whose right it 
is" to take the kingdom from the usurper and reward his faithful saints. 

So also famines and pestilences and earthquakes are not to be regarded specially as signs of 
the end. Though they will doubtless be frequent, and perhaps more so in the time of the end, 
like wars they have been a part of Satan's policy from the first. It is not to be presumed that 
the prince of darkness will suffer the binding influences of the new Prince, which are now at 
work to fetter his power without a struggle. Without a doubt his rage will spend its force in 
distressing mankind in various ways, for he knoweth that he hath but a short time. 
	


